
 
From the Executive Director… 
 
For 85 years Luther Park Bible camp has been inviting young and old 
into the story that is Luther Park. Lifelong memories are made  in the 
midst of the fun and chaos of camp. Sometimes it is the still, quiet voice 
that has invited many to become pastors  and church leaders. Some-
times it is the joy of finding a lifelong friend and future business part-
ner, sometimes it is finding the other key members of the band. 
 
I get to hear many stories about people’s memories of camp. One older gentleman remembers being at 
camp as a child during World War II and seeing pastors huddled around the radio listening to the news 
reports. He remembers the theme being based on the old hymn “One Day At A Time.”  
 
Another counselor from the 60’s remembers throwing a fun-loving pastor into the lake. 
 
There are many memories of missed lines in plays, skits and the Christ Walk.  The important part of 
those memories for many was that there was no judgement that followed but rather understanding and 
later humor as we all realize our many lessons in life. 
 
Some may not remember specific stories, but they all remember the feelings of being at camp. The feel-
ings of joy, comfort and acceptance.  
 
Others that are currently active in the ongoing story are the many volunteers, donors, campers, guests, 
churches and all those who simply and importantly keep us in prayer. 
 
All are invited into the shared story that is Luther Park Bible Camp just as 
Christ invited us into a much larger story. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
Keith 
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"For by grace you have been saved through faith, 

and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God- 
not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 

For we are what God has made us, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand to be our way of life." -Ephesians 2: 8-10 
 
THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING! Everyone say it with me now! This. Changes. Everything. This summer, ELCA camps 
across the nation chanted this together, while learning about the grace that God demonstrated when He gave up 
His only Son, our Lord, for us. Pretty powerful stuff, huh? Through grace, God defeated sin, death, and the power of 
evil—which once held creation captive—through the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Through grace, 
God’s desire of life and wholeness for the creation was revealed in Jesus’s life and ministry. He sought to liberate 
people from the brokenness of the creation that diminished them and called people to lives of compassion and 
servanthood. Grace is a lot of things; an unmerited favor, an undeserved love, and an apt description of God’s 
interaction with mankind. This is astounding when we properly understand even a little bit about Whom is dealing 
graciously with us. 
 
This summer, I often found myself deep in thought and pondering this concept. YES, God’s grace is amazing and 
overwhelming because it’s so incredible, but Luther Park Bible Camp is changing things too. Through the summer, 
with grace as our central focus, I began to realize this; with God’s grace, WE continue to change everything. We are 
extensions of the grace that God has shown us. As believers in Christ, we live each day as Jesus would have wanted 
us to. We are sinners, but we are saints who give all the glory to God the Father through all things. We see this at 
camp. At Luther Park Bible Camp we worship together, cry together, laugh together, play together, and learn 
together about one another all while growing closer to God and THAT is what it is all about.  
 
This ministry is powerful stuff, and the theme this summer was life changing for many. It was incredible to watch 
the Passion Story take on a whole new meaning for so many campers – that this week in Jesus’s life truly changed 
everything.  Although we are located near the small town of Chetek, we are changing everything by sharing the 
gospel, being a safe place for children to ask the hard questions, and allowing everyone to be unapologetically 
them. It is my prayer that we will not miss grace, but rather we will powerfully experience the effects of grace in our 
lives — and no matter what we have done; no matter what has been done to us; we will experience the truth that 
grace is greater. Grace changes everything. Amen.  
            
Don’t miss out on being at Luther Park Bible Camp next summer! We are so excited to invite campers in 2019 to 
experience God’s nature, while playing games, making new friends, and exploring faith with others. Join us for a 
variety of things; Frisbee golf, high ropes, canoeing, pontooning, archery, swimming, and more! Stay on the lookout 
for the 2019 summer theme – we can’t wait to see you at camp! 
 

Luther Park Bible Camp Mission State-
ment 

 
In partnership with Lutheran congregations,         
ministers in a natural setting as Jesus did, reach-
ing out and touching people of all ages with the 
good news of salvation. 
 

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” Isaiah 40:3 

Summer by the Numbers 
 

Though summer camp is more about stories of faith 
being nurtured and the sharing of God’s love than 
numbers, you may be curious about the number of 
youth and families reached in recent years. Here are 
the numbers showing individuals Luther Park had the 
opportunity to reach and impact this summer.  
           2016        2017       2018 
Resident Camp   933       858        973 
Family Campers  109             107         107 
VBS Day Camp   919             848         840 
VBS Churches    27                26            26   



Wish List 
 

□ Used cars, trucks, 
vans 

□ Life jackets 
□ Hammocks 
□ Hiking Backpack 
□ Dry bags 
□ Fishing Poles 
□ Dehumidifiers 
□ Spark Bibles 
□ Aluminum Dock 
□ Power Tools 
□ Generator 
□ Volunteers 
□ Volunteers 
□ Volunteers 

 

Luther Park Bible Camp is a  
501 c3 nonprofit organization 
and donations are tax deductible 

Wondering how you can get involved??? 
*We have updated our website and would love to have you look 
through it; www.lutherpark.org   
*To stay up to date with information please like our Facebook 
page Luther Park Bible Camp– we post a lot of information here.  
*You are also welcome to call or come up to visit, we would love 
to spend time with you and share about camp.  
 
Current Opportunities for you: 
• Sponsorship for the back 9 Disc Golf Course 
• Volunteer labor on site and in our cabin buildings to prepare 

for winter, through winter, and spring to prepare for summer 
• Donations needed for updates and maintenance for the 8 cab-

ins including renovations/updates to 16 restrooms 
• Plumber knowledge needed for cabins 
• Carpenters needed for the farm house basement completion 
• Farm Center Expansion  
 

 

Donations… with recent tax legislation changes (especially 

if you are 70 or older) it may be beneficial to give from 

your IRA now and see your gift in use. If you have ques-

tions… contact Kellee to learn more.  

AmazonSmile is a simple automatic way for you to support Luther Park every 
time you shop, at no cost to you! Same amazon.com prices, selection and 
shopping experience, but Amazon donates a portion of the purchase price to 
Luther Park, every time!  

Visit  www.smile.amazon.com to sign up! We’re listed under Luther Park Bible Camp.  

Along with the past summers theme of “This Changes Everything” We also have experienced some 
changes within our year-round ministry. We would like to Thank both Lakyn Muilenburg and Sara 
Byom for their work this summer being Co-Program Directors. While they may have left their posi-

tions at Luther Park, their passion for this ministry continues.  Sara accept-
ed a teaching position where she had previously interned at, and Lakyn is 
working at a camp in her home state of South Dakota. We wish you both 
much success and continued faith along your journey!  
In addition, we have had some transitions within the office.  We are 
pleased to share that Corissa Sands has accepted new 
job duties as our new Registrar and Retreat Coordinator. 

You may have met or seen Corissa at camp over the past few years in various are-
as, and she continues to help out in the kitchen and in hosting events. Corissa has 
been working hard at learning the duties of both Diana and Wendy’s positions and 
is doing a great job. Join us in congratulating Corissa!  

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=amazon+smile+logo&id=56624E05C8066073E40C69A650C65B529A59A8C8&FORM=IQFRBA


We would like to thank individuals and members from the following congregations as well 
as others who volunteered their time, quilting items, or donated in other ways to this event.   

Thank You!    Thank You!    Thank You!    Thank You!    Thank You!    

Heart for Luther Park  

THANK YOU!!!  To all who made our Heart for Luther Park Fundraising Event on August 5, 2018 suc-
cessful and fun, we wish to thank you. The beautiful weather enhanced our outdoor-style auction led 
by Former Bishop & Pastor Bob Berg.  Many attending the auction also enjoyed the chicken dinner, a 
slice of pie, and browsing and bidding on the silent auction! This fundraiser is successful because of 
our many supporters in various ways; donors, volunteers, quilt making, raffle baskets, artistry and so 
much more… we appreciate you! A special “Thank You” to Diana Thompson and Mary Soyck-Doring… 
we appreciate all that you do before, during and after this event in support of Luther Park! 
The auction raised over $35,000.00!  This included proceeds from Chicken Dinner, Pie & Ice Cream, 
Kids Camp, Silent Auction, Live Auction, and Raffle Sales. 

Individual Donations with City  
Julia  Accola Rochester, MN 

Chell  Anderson Medford 

Gloria  Anderson Strum  

Michael  Bell Rice Lake 

Rev. Robert & Roxanne Berg Chetek 

Wanda  Bock Rice Lake 

Maddie  Carlsen Waverly, IA 

Keegan  Clark Loves Park, IL 

Kristin  Clark Chippewa Falls 

Mary  Cooley Black River Falls 

Adele  Danielson Cadott 

Marilyn  Danielson Cadott 

Pam  Danielson Cadott 

Paula and Scott  Davis Lake Nebagamon 

Barb Dekan Holcombe 

Dave and Bonnie  Dobbs & Family Bloomer 

Carol  Dittmar Chippewa Falls 

Ray Doring Cameron 

Judy  Dunow  Owen 

Charlie Ellis Winter 

Dorothy Enger Colfax 

Doug & Shirley Erickson Chetek 

Doris Estenson Pigeon Falls 

Whitney Falkenberg Chippewa Falls 

Jane and Lee Flug Chippewa Falls 

JoDeen Forsyth Arcadia 

Jean Friske Hayward 

Kim Gasek  Medford 

Jennifer Goulet Colfax 

Karen Guthmueller Grantsburg 

Lois Haag Danbury 

Kathie Habeck Cadott 

Debbie & Alden Halverson Dallas, WI 

Alyssa  Halverson Rice Lake 

Vada Holman Bloomer 

Lynda (Green) Johnson Prescott 

Cheryl and Tom Johnson Menomonie 

Amy Kragnes and Bridget Jones Omaha, Nebraska 

Marlene Lee Menomonie 

Nancy Lyngen Blair 

Mikelle  Malone Eau Claire 

Lisa Maves Menomonie 

Brian & Turi McIlquham Bloomer 

Kathy McLellan  Chippewa Falls  

Carolyn Meinen Cornell 

Mary Merritt Menomonie 

Don and Jean  Moats Nelson 

Keith & Wendy Newman Chetek 

Jeff and Gail Olson Chetek 

Lavonna  Olson Cameron 

Bonnie   Pederson & Terry (son) Colfax 

Pastor Brad Peterson Boyceville 

Steve Peterson  

Kellee & Daniel Petik Chippewa Falls 

Amanda Prill Bloomer 

Harley Prill Bloomer 

Kennady Prill Bloomer 

Sidney Prill Bloomer 

Donna Rassmusen  Withee 

Cathy  Retzer  Medford 

Fred  Rist Alma 

Linda Roth Menomonie 

Deanna &  Ken Roen Prescott 

Corissa Sands Eleva 

Crystal Sands Eleva 

Mariah Sands Rwanda, Africa 

Joan Schaack Prescott 

Cindy Scholfield Menomonie 

Peggy Schmidt Chippewa Falls 

Teri Schult Spooner 

Rhonda Segerstrom Strum 

Ruth Skeie Spooner 

Mary Solberg Osseo 

Arvin & Barbara Solsaa Menomonie 

Merry Soyck-Doring Chetek 

Carol and Larry  Sprague  

Jimmy  Springsteen Cumberland 

Martha Stewart Menomonie 

Pat  Swanson Sarona 

Diana & Mitchel Thompson Chetek 

Judy Byom & Jane Thompson Ettrick 

Gary Thorson Colfax 

Rev.  Joshua &   Kayla Toufar Eau Claire 

Barb Vadnais Elk Mound 

Deedra Wagner Cumberland 

Heidi Wagner Cumberland 

Tom & Gloria Wagner Strum 

Linda Walsberger Prairie Farm 

Barb Webb Menomonie 



Thank You!    Thank You!    Thank You!    Thank You!    

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”   —Helen Keller 

   Churches Represented and 
Bethany Lutheran, Rice Lake 

Big Drywood Lutheran, Cadott 

Central Lutheran, Chippewa Falls 
Chetek Lutheran 

Christ Lutheran, Arcadia 

Dovre Lutheran, New Auburn 

Christ Lutheran, Menomonie 

Evangelical Lutheran, Black River Falls 

First Lutheran, Hayward 

Good Shepherd Church, Ashland 

Hardies Creek Lutheran, Ettrick 

Immanuel Lutheran, Strum 

Joy Lutheran, Prescott 
Lakeside Community Lutheran Church,     
Webster 

Lord of the Love Lutheran, Omaha,                   
Nebraska 

Maranatha Evangelical Free, Rice Lake 

Nazareth Lutheran, Withee 
New Hope Lutheran, Downsville 

Osseo Evangelical Lutheran 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Bloomer 

Our Savior’s Lutheran, Holway 

Our Saviour's Lutheran, Iron River 

Our Savior’s Lutheran, Whitehall 

Peace Lutheran, Menomonie 

Peace Lutheran, Pigeon Falls 

Pleasant Valley Lutheran, Eleva  

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran, Elk Mound 
St. John's Lutheran, Bloomer 

St. John’s Lutheran, Eau Claire 

St. Paul's Lutheran, Medford 

Trinity Lutheran, Cumberland 

Trinity Lutheran, Eau Claire 

Trinity Lutheran, McKinley 

Trinity Lutheran, Spooner 

Trinity of Norden, Mondovi 

Trinity Lutheran of Unity 
United Lutheran, Prairie Farm 

Quilting Groups: 
Bethel Lutheran Quilters Bethel Lutheran, Hawkins 

Chetek Lutheran Quilters Chetek Lutheran 

Cover Girls First Lutheran, Hayward 

Evangelical Sewing Circle 
Evangelical Lutheran, Black 
River Falls 

Good Shepherd Quilters 
Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepard, Eau Claire 

Joyful Quilters Joy Lutheran, Prescott 

Little Elk Creek Quilters– Dottie 
Hayden 

Little Elk Creek Lutheran, 
Menomonie 

LPBC Pals and Marion Ellison 
Luther Park Bible Camp, 
Chetek 

2017 Luther Park Quilt Retreats 
March, September, November,   

Luther Park Bible Camp, 
Chetek 

New Hope Comforters 
New Hope Lutheran, Sand 
Creek and Pine Creek 

Our Savior's Quilters 
Our Saviors Lutheran, Rice 
Lake 

Our Saviour's Quilting Group 
Our Saviour's Lutheran,   
Chippewa Falls 

Peace by Piece Quilters 
Our Savior's Lutheran, Solon 
Springs 

Peace Lutheran Quilters Peace Lutheran, Menomonie 

Rita Hong/NW WI Synod Office NW WI Synod Office, Chetek 

Sew Cool Chicks Quilt Group Menomonie 

Sharon Radke and Quilting 
Queens 

Our Savior's Lutheran,      
Menomonie 

St. John's Lutheran St. John's Lutheran 

Trinity Quilters Trinity Lutheran, Boyceville 

Trinity Quilters Trinity Lutheran,  Eau Claire 

Trinity Quilters Trinity Lutheran, Loyal 

Women of Hope Lutheran 
Church 

Hope Lutheran Church,     
Ladysmith 

 

Del’s Sportswear, Chetek 
Donna 's Kooler,  Donna Bensend 
Dallas, WI 
Earth Blinds, LLC, Chippewa Falls 
Gordy's Market, Chetek 
Green Bay Packers, Green Bay 
Horton’s Hardware– True Value, 
Chetek 
Hope and Anchor Coffeehouse, 
Chetek 
Joe’s Barron Welding 
It’s My Lucky Day Boutique, Chetek 

Just Imagine, Chetek 
Kwik Trip, Chetek  
Main Street Cafe , Bloomer 
Norske Nook, Rice Lake 
Northlakes Drive Inn, Chetek 
Northwest Synod, Chetek 
Ohde Health Market Pharmacy, 
Chetek 
Phil’s Bar & Grill,  Chetek 
Pine Crest Golf 
Premium Waters, Chippewa Falls  
Road Weary Productions, Bloomer 

Sather Family Dental, Chetek 
Streamside Photography/ Dave    
Ludwigson, Eau Claire 
Time & Again Antiques Mall, 
Chetek 
Windy Knoll Quilting, Linda         
Borchering, Menomonie 
Whimsical Wares, Chetek 
Woodman's, Altoona 

Business Donations: 
 Anderson Maple Syrup, Inc., Cumberland 

Bank First, Chetek  

Bossany’s Barber, Chetek  

Brewer’s Organization, Milwaukee, WI 

Carpe Diem, Chetek  

Chain of Lakes Chiropractic, Chetek 

Chetek VFW 

CJ’s Corner Art Studio, Chetek  



Events at Luther Park  

Adult Ministry 
Adults of all ages are invited to attend Adult Ministry events 
at Luther Park. These events are great time of fellowship, to 
meet new people, to learn something new and to visit a local   
attraction. Visit www.lutherpark.org to view events. Register 
by calling our office. We welcome suggested events too!  

Luther Park Quilt Retreats 
Renew your creative spirit! Pack up your sewing machine, 
quilt projects and head to Luther Park for a fun-filled       
weekend of quilting.  Brunch and dinner is served daily. Cost 
per person is $130-$170 per weekend.  Register online! 
Spring events: January 31—Feb 3, March 7 –10 in 2019. 

Work  Weekend / Volunteer Tuesday 
Luther Park counts on thousands of volunteer hours to         
decrease expenses and allow donor dollars to accomplish so 
much more. Join us for the work weekend in May 2019. Cost 
is free though a free-will offering will be taken to cover meals 
and support camp scholarships. Meals are provided starting 
with dinner Friday through lunch on Saturday. Call Luther 
Park to let us know you are coming. Overnight housing is 
available. We welcome everyone to join us on Tuesdays for 
our weekly Volunteer Day, Year-round! (Bring a friend or 
group) 

Chilifest 
You are invited to Luther Park Chilifest on Sunday January 
27, 2019. Join us for an afternoon of fun winter activities: 
sledding, ice fishing, snow play and indoor activities. Hot 
chocolate and coffee will be served along side tasty bottomless 
chili, hotdogs, and desserts. Donate for a chance to win one of 
our gift baskets! All profits benefit Luther Park. Enter your 
pot of chili in the chili contest for a chance to win the best 
chili. Call to let us know if you are bringing your famous chili!   

Recharge; Firm Foundation 
Recharge is a 24 hour retreat for youth in grades 3-5, 6-8, and 
9-12, looking to recharge their faith. Worship, faith talks, 
workshops, recreation, service projects and more. The cost per 
participant is $80, Adults $30. Register online! Spring events: 
Jan 4—5, March 1—2 in 2019. 

Annual Meeting  
Join us on January 26, 2019, for the Luther Park Bible 
Camp Annual Meeting held in the Dining Hall. Reports from 
the 2018 year will be share as well as information about the        
upcoming summer camp season and what is going on at         
Luther Park. Refreshments are served at 9:30am; the meeting 
will begin at 10:00am. Lunch is served after the meeting. Stay 
at Luther Park Saturday evening for a free-will donation and 
join us Sunday for Chilifest!  



FAITHFUL GIVERS 
We have been blessed by many individuals and groups 
since the formation of Luther Park Bible Camp in 1932. 
It is astonishing the amount of time, energy, and love 
that has been cheerfully given by so many in such in-
spiring ways. We would like to take a few moments to 
feature a very humble, supportive and talented couple 
who have been a part of camp for a long time.  
 
Sometime around 1984, Carl and Irene’s four daughters 
began attending LPBC. Being the generous couple that 
they are, Carl quickly found projects to participate 
with in building and helping out around the facilities. 
Irene began to plant and care for the flowers that she 
nurtured throughout the camp for many years. Carl re-
calls his first project of remodeling the Director’s 
home bathroom. He sat on the camp board at least 
three terms along with the building and grounds committee. Along with being a part of the 
Way Club/Towering Pines, the Hunt’s donated many volunteer hours, supplied materials 
and provided talents to complete the Welcome Center. Carl said it took over two winters 
to finish that project. This building in addition to many other homes and duplexes Carl has 
built since his “retirement” from their drywall company at the age of 58. The couple still 
owns 19 rentals, and Irene continues to take care of all their bookwork despite having lost 
partial vision some 14 years ago. She humbly said “ I just prayed and was at peace knowing 
the good Lord would provide as he saw fit.” 
Carl was also the founder of our current Luther Park Endowment and remembers it taking 
the course of four years or so to get that going. The couple stated that they have spent a 
good 34 years praying and finding ways to support Luther Park. They said “God places peo-
ple in our lives at the right time to open up some great opportunities; we have had a good 
and blessed life”. Carl will celebrate his 90th in October and Irene her 88th shortly af-
ter. We can not thank the Hunt’s enough for all they have done, for their faithful support 
of our ministry, and for the countless lives they have touched along their paths. A quote 
that Irene stated is very fitting to pay it forward: “God has provided us with so much, we 
have a lot to be thankful for”.  
If you would like to honor the Hunt’s, please consider a donation to Luther Park on their 
behalf.  

Help us make this year a success by raising money towards the development of our 
Farm Center. Watch our website and Facebook page this November for more infor-

mation and to Donate to our Giving Tuesday fundraiser.  Thank You! 
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Where Faith is nurtured through holy play 

 
 
We wish to welcome Ross Hardie to the 
Luther Park team as our Program Director. 
Ross and his wife Lucy are relocating to 
Chetek from the Coon Valley area. Ross 
comes to us with a camp background at 
Sugar Creek. He attended Luther college 
where he obtained his accounting degree 
and has been most recently working in that 
field. Ross felt a calling to be active in out-
door ministry again, and we are excited for 
the knowledge and experiences that Ross 
can add to our camp program. Join us in 
welcoming Ross and Lucy to LPBC! 
                Ross, Lucy & Dutch 


